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Understanding the Georgia Milestones 
ELA Assessment

GaDOE 

Community

https://login.community.gadoe.org/events/redesigned-georgia-milestones-ela-assessment
https://login.community.gadoe.org/events/redesigned-georgia-milestones-ela-assessment


Offering a holistic education to each and every child in our state.3

ELA Assessment Design
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Section 1 (ICT)

• 2-4 sources (varies by
grade level)

• 3 questions
• Selected-response
• Technology-enhanced1

• Extended Writing or
Peer Revision Task2

Section 2

• 3-4 texts3

• 23-24 questions
• Selected-response

• Evidence-based
selected-response

• Technology-enhanced3

Section 3

• 3-4 texts3

• 23-24 questions
• Selected-response

• Evidence-based
selected-response

• Technology-enhanced2

1 For online forms only, may include drag-and-drop, drop-down list, order interaction, text highlight, and match interaction table. Print forms include multi-select 
items in place of technology-enhanced items.
2 Grades 3, 5, 8, and Literature & Composition II include an Extended Writing Task. Grades 4, 6, and 7 include a Peer Revision Task. 
3 Varies based on text length. May include individual and paired passages. Includes both operational and field test passages. 

Test Structure

Max: 90 minutes / 50 minutes Max: 75 minutes Max: 75 minutes
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ICT Section Design
Grades 3, 5, 8, & EOC Design

• The ICT Section provides an opportunity to

assess research and analysis skills in an

authentic task.

• Students will be asked to construct a text for a

specific purpose and audience using a variety of
techniques.

• Provide an opinion (Grades 3 and 5) or make an argument
(Grade 8 and Lit & Comp II).

• Students will integrate opinion/argumentative and
expository techniques to support their opinion/argument.

• Students may also use narrative and/or poetic techniques.

• Note: All techniques – expository,

opinion/argumentative, narrative, poetic – will be

assessed throughout Sections 2 and 3.

* For 2025-2026 only, Section 1 will include one additional field-test question in Section 1, for a total of 5 items.
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Assessment Design
Grades 3, 5, 8 and Lit & Comp II

Interpreting Texts

Item Type
# 

Points

Selected-Response or Technology-
Enhanced (1 pt each)

20

Technology-Enhanced1 (2 pts each) 14

Total Points 34

Constructing Texts

Item Type
# 

Points

Selected-Response or Technology-
Enhanced (1 pt each)

8

Technology-Enhanced (2 pts each) 10

Writing Task

▪ Purpose & Organization 3

▪ Evidence & Elaboration 3

▪ Language Usage and
Conventions

2

Total Points 26

Lexile

Reading Status Designation

8 points 
from 

Writing 
Task
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Writing Task
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Writing Task View
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Scenario

Scenario

Research 
Question

Information 
about the 
Sources
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Sources
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Number of Sources in the ICT Section
By Grade Level/Course

Grade Level/Course Number of Sources

3-4 2-3

5-6 3-4

7-8 3-4

Literature & Composition II 3-4
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Sources

Multimodal 

Text 

Infographic

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/0dc6fd2b-2d5c-4ff2-9e56-be7ba6483f6a/1/Text%20Mode%20%26%20Multimodal%20Texts.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/0dc6fd2b-2d5c-4ff2-9e56-be7ba6483f6a/1/Text%20Mode%20%26%20Multimodal%20Texts.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/0dc6fd2b-2d5c-4ff2-9e56-be7ba6483f6a/1/Text%20Mode%20%26%20Multimodal%20Texts.pdf
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Audio/Video Text

Grade 5 

Audio Presentation Grade 8 

Video Presentation Literature & Composition II

Video Presentation

DRC INSIGHT Headset Guidance

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/0a2052d2-98fe-46bf-bbaf-49c83d77524e/1/DRC-INSIGHT-Headset-Guidance-v1.2.pdf
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Audio/Video Text
Magnifier Tool
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Audio/Video Text
Magnifier Tool Example
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Writing Task
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Writing Task
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Writing Task
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Writing Tools

Undo Redo Cut Copy Paste
Writer’s 
Checklist
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Writer’s Checklist
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Writer’s Checklist
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Sample Writing Task

Grade 3

ICT Paper
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Writing Task
Grade 3
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Scenario
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Scenario

Students can take notes here.
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Sources

Paper, Paper 
Everywhere

This ICT Set has 
two sources.

How Much is 
Too Much?

1

2
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Sources
Every source is 
clearly labeled

Headphone Icon

Numbered 
paragraphs

Table & Infographic 
from Source #1
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Interpreting Texts Items

Multiple Choice
Match 

Interaction

Drag-and-Drop
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Writing Task
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Writing Rubric
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Writing Rubric Structure

Writing Rubrics

• Single integrated rubric for each
grade level/course

• Three traits

• Purpose and Organization (3 points)

• Evidence and Elaboration (3 points)

• Language Usage and Conventions (2
points)
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Writing Rubrics

Georgia 

Milestones

Resource 

Repository

https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
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Rubric Connection to Test Blueprint
Purpose and Organization

Purpose and Organization
3 points
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Rubric Connection to Test Blueprint: 
Evidence and Elaboration

Evidence and Elaboration
3 points



35 Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Preparing ALL Students for Life

Rubric Connection to Test Blueprint: 
Language Usage and Conventions

Language Usage and Conventions
2 points

Georgia 

Milestones

Resource 

Repository

https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
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Resources
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Where to Find the Resources

Georgia 

Milestones

Resource 

Repository

https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
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Accessing the Online 
Study & Assessment Guides

Online Study and 

Assessment Guide 

Resource

https://url.gadoe.org/tst5x
https://url.gadoe.org/tst5x
https://url.gadoe.org/tst5x
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/d0d5b8f7-63d6-4a7f-8e5f-68df45b837d1/1/GM_Online_Study_and_Assessment_Guides_Infographic.pdf
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Online Study & Assessment Guides
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Online Scoring Sampler

• Provides an extensive guide to the
scoring decisions applied to a
sample of student responses for the
writing task.

• A variety of student sample
responses are provided for each
score point of each trait, along with
annotations explaining why each
response received that particular
score.

Example of 
student 

Writing Task

Example of student 
response with 

scores and 
annotations
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Accessing the 
Online Scoring Sampler

Online Scoring 

Sampler Resource

Experience Online 

Testing Georgia

https://url.gadoe.org/vfvrd
https://url.gadoe.org/vfvrd
https://www.gaexperienceonline.com/
https://www.gaexperienceonline.com/
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/d0d5b8f7-63d6-4a7f-8e5f-68df45b837d1/1/GM_Online_Study_and_Assessment_Guides_Infographic.pdf
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Online Scoring Sampler
Sources & Writing Task
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Online Scoring Sampler
Student Responses
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Online Scoring Sampler
Scores & Annotations
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Online Scoring Sampler
Variety of Responses
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Online Scoring Sampler
Writing Rubric & Writer’s Checklist
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Rubrics & Writer’s Checklists

Georgia 

Milestones

Resource 

Repository

https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/C00001/5386
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Feedback Survey:

https://forms.office.com/r/1641yQ5FM9

https://forms.office.com/r/1641yQ5FM9
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Jan Blose, Ed.D.
Director of 

Assessment Development

jblose@doe.k12.ga.us

Nijia Byrd, Ed.D.
Program Manager of Test 

Development 

nbyrd@doe.k12.ga.us

Lisa Hardman, Ed.S.
Assessment Specialist, 

Gr 6-HS ELA & Social Studies

lhardman@doe.k12.ga.us

Tiffani Taylor, Ed.S.
Assessment Specialist,

K-5 Assessments

tiffani.taylor@doe.k12.ga.us

Brandy Hagler, Ed.S.
Assessment Specialist

Gr 6-HS Mathematics & Science

bhagler@doe.k12.ga.us 

Test Development Team
Contact Information

mailto:jblose@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:nbird@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:lhardman@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:tiffani.taylor@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:bhagler@doe.k12.ga.us


PREPARING ALL

STUDENTS FOR LIFE

www.gadoe.org

@georgiadeptofed

youtube.com/user/GaDOEmedia
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